
ALICE isn't a specific person. ALICE represents households in our
community who are Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed.

ALICE households earn income above the Federal Poverty Level but
below the basic cost of living. These hard-working individuals are one
unexpected expense away from slipping into poverty. At Capital, we
have the unique opportunity to interact with members who are ALICE
families on a regular basis. Understanding the financial situation these
families are in can help us provide solutions and ideas that make a big
difference for them.

The ALICE Report provides current research-based data that quantifies
who, in Wisconsin, is living on the edge of financial insecurity. Asset
Limited, Income Constrained, Employed individuals are striving for
financial stability but face complex barriers. For more information on
the ALICE program, please visit
https://www.browncountyunitedway.org/our-impact/meet-alice/
or
https://unitedwayfoxcities.org/about/alice/.
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ESSENTIAL,  WORKING,  STRUGGLING
For a growing number of U.S. households, financial stability is nothing
more than a pipe dream, no matter how hard their members work.
These households are ALICE - earning above the Federal Poverty Level
yet struggling to afford basic expenses. 

ALICE households:

Span all races, ages, ethnicities, and abilities, though households of
color are disproportionately ALICE.
Include workers whose wages cannot keep up with the rising cost of
goods and services.
Often include those who are working two or more jobs and still
cannot pay their bills.
Include family members who need care and assistance, which makes
it harder for their caregivers to find adequate work.
Live paycheck to paycheck and are forced to make impossible
choices: pay the rent or buy food, receive medical care or pay for
child care, pay utility bills or put gas in the car.
Are part of every community nationwide.

 

Figure 1 obtained from United Way WI
2025 Update on Financial  Hardship
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